
 
 
 

“Some days, doing 'the best we can’ may still fall short of what we would like to be able 

to do, but life isn't perfect – on any front – and doing what we can with what we have is 

the most we should expect of ourselves or anyone else." ~ Mr. Rogers  

Dear Members of our school family,  

Hopefully by now, the hectic stressors of school opening have passed and your family has settled 

into the comfortable daily stride of school and family life. As the father of three, mostly-grown 

children myself, I understand the joys and anxieties of parenting – the picking up and dropping 

off of children for clubs and activities, the preparing of meals, the soothing of hurt feelings, and 

the helping with homework.  

There is no more meaningful undertaking in our lives than parenting. Still, as wonderful as 

parenting is, it does have moments of stress and concern. Parents should know that our school 

personnel are here to provide them with assistance whenever we are needed.  

As the school year unfolds, please remember at times to lighten the burden placed on our 

children and on ourselves. Although they may not want to show you, our children want nothing 

more in life than to make us proud of them. Although it may seem that our children only care 

about how their friends view them, in truth, parents remain by far the most important people in 

their lives. The pre-teen years are very difficult for our children – awkward changing bodies, 

high academic demands, new social expectations, and an uncertain future. And, at times, they 

feel vulnerable, angry, ugly, and lonely. Still, the years will pass and your relationship will 

evolve ever stronger. You will make mistakes. Always quickly forgive yourself. Your children 

will make mistakes. Always quickly forgive them.  

We have some fun news to share. Our Halloween Family Movie Night (Friday night, October 

21) will feature the original King Kong in glorious black and white!!  Also, a Bugs Bunny short 

will be shown! Free pizza will be served at 7 p.m. in the Middle School Cafeteria. Free raffles 

will start at 7:30 p.m. and the movie will start at about 7:40 p.m. It should be a lot of fun for 

everyone! Bring the family!  

Again, we hope you are having a wonderful start with the school year!  Please be sure to let us 

know if we may ever be of service!  

With warmest wishes,  

Dr. Peter Osroff, Principal 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  m e s s a g e  
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Shouldn't All Students Be Able to Participate in 

Gifted Programs? 

                       Guest post by Douglas W. Green, EdD | @DrDougGreen | DrDougGreen.Com 
 

 

To set up such a program, a school needs to do two things. You need to 

come up with a program for the gifted teacher to roll out, and you need a 

system for selecting the gifted students. No matter how you do this, it in-

volves drawing an arbitrary line somewhere along the continuum of scores or 

ratings earned by all students. 
 

Culling the Gifted 

Most schools at least look at standardized test scores of some sort to identify gifted students. Such tests are usually designed to sort 

students along a low to high achievement spectrum. At any point, the difference between one student and the next one up or down in 

terms of scores is negligible at best. 
 

A score on such a test usually locates a child within a range of scores with a certain degree of certainty. This means that a child with a 

slightly higher score than a classmate can be less accomplished then the lower scoring child. Any school that simply draws a line on a 

continuum of test scores is certainly leaving out some students who are more gifted than some of the chosen. 

Schools that also use teacher recommendations most likely do a better job of selecting students who are more capable. I hesitate to use 

the term gifted as it implies an artificial dichotomy. 
 

Certainly some students are more advanced in terms of reading, math, problem solving, and creative thinking than others, but I've 

never been in favor of drawing lines that separate students into gifted and non-gifted piles. This only serves to anoint some as gifted 

and others as second rate.  What complicates the selection process further in many schools are (connected) parents who lobby for 

their children to be placed in the gifted program.  
 

Pull-Out Program Characteristics 

In many cases, the gifted teacher takes the identified students out of their classes to a room where they engage in program activities. 

These activities tend to be interesting, engaging, and usually hands on. They are much more likely to involve science activities than 

what goes on in the regular classroom. Elementary teachers as a group don't tend to be strong in either math or science so this is a 

good place to go for the gifted teacher. 
 

Students left in the class who didn't make the cut can't move on to new material that their gifted chums would miss, so they are des-

tined to review material and skills that they may or may not be so good at. A great way to turn kids off to school is to avoid doing any-

thing new so this process can harm the motivation of non-gifted students and their non-gifted classroom teacher. 
 

What Should We Do? 

If I had control of this type of program, I would tell the gifted teacher to provide the program to all students. The initial benefit would 

be to not waste time and effort on sorting kids in the first place. You also stop labeling students and no longer have unhappy parents in 

your face. Every student could tell their parents about how they are in the gifted program. 

Most gifted lessons I've seen have been open, interesting, and engaging. They deal with new material, which means that background 

knowledge is less of an issue. Since all students participate, the classroom teachers would also be involved. 

They would see the lesson and most likely be able to do it themselves next time. This amounts to staff development for classroom 

teachers. This also means that there would be a need for new gifted lessons each year.  
 

If you keep skimming kids off the top of the distribution for special lessons, you almost doom the rest of the students to fewer oppor-

tunities to get excited about school and learning. To me this is unethical and wrong. Thanks to many gifted programs the rich get  

richer. That's not what schools should be doing by design. 

This blog has been edited for size. The full opinion can be found by clicking on the link below. 

http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/work_in_progress/2015/09/shouldnt_all_students_be_able_.html 

http://drdouggreen.com/
http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/work_in_progress/2015/09/shouldnt_all_students_be_able_.html
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OCTOBER 
 

October 3 & 4 

Rosh Hashanah 

School Closed 
 

October 10 

Columbus Day 

School Closed 
 

October 12 

Yom Kippur 

School Closed 
 

October 13 

Board of Education Mtg. 

8:15  PM @ HO 
 

October 14 

6th Grade Party 

7:00 - 8:30 PM  
 

October 15 

PTA/SEPTA  

Sportswear Sale  

9AM—2 PM  

@ St. Paul’s 
 

October 18 

Coalition/PTA/SEPTA 

Speaker Presentation 

“Courage to Speak” 

7 PM @HS 
 

October 19 

District-Wide Unity Day 
 

October 21 

Winter 1 green Form  

due Nurse 
 

Family Flick Night 

7 PM @MS 
 

October 26 

Photo Make-Up Day 

 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

EARLY MORNING ARRIVAL 

 Please do not drop off your children before 7:30 a.m. unless they are attend-

ing, a zero period class, attending extra-help, working quietly in the library, or par-

ticipating intramurals or a club. No supervisors are in the building until 7:30 a.m. Normal 

drop-off time for the Middle School is at 8:05 a.m.  

ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES  

Students will be assigned a lunch detention (20 minutes) upon their third unexcused  

lateness to school within a marking quarter. Detention will be served the same day as the third 

lateness to school. Please make every effort to arrive to school on time. Remember, lateness to 

school disrupts your child’s education and the education of other children. The telephone number 

to report absences and lateness is 478-3009.   You can reach the number at any time; the machine 

is always on. Education Law permits an excused absence or tardiness for the following 

reasons  only: sickness or death in family, impassable roads or weather, religious 

observance, school-supervised trips, and required presence in court. Absence or 

tardiness for any other reason is considered unexcused. Parents are requested to advise 

the school of a child’s absence or lateness by telephoning the school before 9:00 a.m. The school 

will telephone the homes of any unreported absences after 9:00 a.m. When picking up your child 

early from school, please sign him or her out from the attendance office which is located next to 

the nurse’s office.  

ILLEGAL ABSENCES  

 Please do NOT request your child’s work from teachers prior to an illegal absence. Upon 
his or her return to school, it is the student’s responsibility to gather assignments from 
the teacher and to make up assignments. In addition, make-up exams will not be given for 
illegal absences.  Absences for extending family vacations are illegal under New York 
State law. Legal (“Excused”) absences includes illness of the child or immediate family member 
(family emergency), religious observance, inclement weather, or a school visit.   A floor grade of 
“55” will be entered for quizzes/exams/projects missed due to  “unexcused” (illegal) absence. 

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL 

 For safety reasons, car entry onto school grounds will only be through the Stewart Ave-

nue entrance. After the dismissal of buses, cars may pull up to the sidewalk of the Middle School 

Library/Cafeteria entrance for the pick-up of students. Also, parents must refrain from 

parking and/or standing on both sides of the Flag Pole Circle during arrival and dis-

mal times in order for traffic to flow consistently. 

Please do not leave car unattended in the circle.  Par-

ents must remain in their cars. In addition, be aware that only 

right turns are permitted from the front entrance circle of the 

school. Making a left turn from this exit is not only dangerous 

but illegal. We appreciate your cooperation in keeping our 

children safe!  
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STUDENTS’ PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL CONCERTS 
 Students participating in school concerts will have homework postponed for one day.  When reasonably possible, teachers 

will not schedule an exam/quiz the day after a school concert.  It is the student’s responsibility to let the teacher know (at least one 

day) in advance if he or she will not be taking an exam the day after a concert.  There will be one,  teacher-determined make-up 

date for the postponed test.  The student should not miss class time to make up a missed test. 

CONTACTING YOUR CHILD  

 If you need to contact your child during the school day, please call the main office at 478-3000. Especially for end of day 

transportation changes, please do not send an email to your child’s ninth period teacher. Thank you for your support. 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES  

 All electronic devices, including cell phones and all types of cameras, should not be used on school 

grounds (including school buses) and should be kept in the student’s locked locker throughout the regular school 

day. Devices on school grounds may only be used with a teacher's permission. Using an electronic device on school 

grounds may result in the device being confiscated and held by an administrator.  Habitual offenders may be prohibited 

from bringing electronic devices to school by the administration.  

PARENT PORTAL 

 Parents who have provided the district with their email address, may access their child’s information through the School 

Tool Parent Portal in two ways. You can either go to http://schooltool.gcufsd.net or go to the district page http://

www.gardencity.k12.ny.us  and click on the link “For Parents.” 

AFTER SCHOOL BUILDING ACCESS 

 Please be advised that the school building’s doors will remain locked after dismissal. Parents should enter the school through 

the front (flag pole) door until 4 p.m. Press the doorbell to gain access. The school secretary will allow parent entry until 4 p.m. For 

the safety of children and staff, visitors cannot walk around the building unaccompanied.  A parent who has an urgent 

need to enter the building after 4 p.m. should go to the rear gym rotunda entrance. However, we cannot guarantee a hall monitor 

will be readily available after 4 p.m. to escort a parent through the building. Therefore, please do NOT anticipate ready access 

into the building after 4 p.m. 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 

 We hold all students to the highest standards of academic integrity. 

Cheating and plagiarism, the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing 

it off as one's own, are not acceptable conduct.  Consequences for academic misconduct 

will be imposed to demonstrate to the student the importance of academic integrity. 

Consequences may include detention, in-school suspension, or out-of-school suspen-

sion.    

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB  

 Please remember that your child's homework assignments are available on teacher web pages. If your child is ill for more 

than three school days, all requests for worksheets or class work must be made through the guidance office (478-3020). Please use 

the web for homework assignments or have your child contact a classmate for absences of three days or less. In the instance of any 

absence, parents and students should NOT email teachers directly to gather assignments. This request can only be 

made through the guidance office.  
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K O N G  I S  C O M I N G !  

JOIN US for  

FAMILY FLICK 

NIGHT! 

Friday, October 21, 2016 

7:00 PM -- FREE PIZZA and SODA in the CAFETERIA  

7:30 PM -- RAFFLES Start in the AUDITORIUM 
 

FREE Admission     

FREE Snacks 

FREE Door Prizes 

FREE Raffles, Pizza and Soda 

Please remember, it’s a FAMILY film night, so bring the FAMILY!!!  

Please, no drop offs! 

 

Bugs Bunny will be Joining Us too! 

EMAIL COMMUNICATION  

 Email is a wonderful communication tool for parents and school personnel. However, as fast as 

it is, it cannot take the place of conversation on the phone or in person. Additionally, too often emails 

are sent in the heat of the moment and therefore may not assist with a healthy exchange of information. 

If you are upset, it is better to wait an hour before clicking on that send button. Moreover, it is at times 

easy to misinterpret the "voice" of the writer and misunderstandings may result. We all need to keep 

emails polite, professional, succinct and reasonable in number. Of course, we welcome your communi-

cation outreaches to us in all formats, since, after all, we are all focused on one fundamental goal: help-

ing our children succeed.  

TEST/PROJECT RE-TAKE POLICY 

 By implementing report card floor grades, and allowing extra effort to raise failing classroom exam/project grades, we pro-

vide students with reasonable expectations for success regardless of past failure.  In addition, we increase accountability by expecting 

students to put in extra effort to raise a failing grade.  It is important to note that the test/project re-take policy is a safety net and is 

not intended to be used as a regular practice by a student.  Grade 6 students  (only) will be limited to two re-take opportunities per 

class per quarter.  As noted in each department’s policy, a retaken test/project grade will not be raised above a grade of 65.  



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

 
HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 

 
Students and staff are encouraged to wear appropriate costumes on Monday,  October 
31, 2016 to celebrate Halloween. Of course, our emphasis is always on keeping it a fun and 
wholesome day for the children.  
 
Importantly, parents are reminded that the school’s dress code remains fully in effect for the 
day and that they must ensure that children’s costumes are not physically revealing or sexually 
suggestive, do not depict violence, do not caricature any gender, sexual orientation, racial, re-
ligious or ethnic group, nor portray any message that is counter to the school’s educational 
mission. Therefore, please do not send your child wearing a costume advertising tobacco, al-
cohol or drugs. Again, use good taste. This is a school, not a backyard party. If the costume 
could possibly be scary or hurtful to anyone at all, it is not appropriate for our 
school and will not be allowed!  
 
Also, please remember some of our children are offended or frightened by witches, demons 
and devils – in addition, no scary clown costumes will be allowed—there is no reason to 
frighten anyone in our school so we ask you to please avoid these costumes.   
 
I always wear a different costume every year. In case you are wondering what are appropriate 
costumes, I’ll share with you some of mine the past few years:  Popeye, Caesar, Shrek, Doctor, 
Scotsman in a Kilt, SpongeBob, Football Player, Prisoner, etc.) 
 
The basic costume rule is simple, if you are not sure that a costume is appropriate, it is not 
appropriate. Students will not be allowed to wear inappropriate attire. Keep it fun!  We thank 
you for helping to keep Halloween a fun and safe wholesome event in the Middle School.  
 
Warmly, 
Peter Osroff 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

SCHEDULING APPOINTMENTS FOR PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 

 We invite you to participate in our Parent-Teacher Conferences.  On the District Calendar there are three dates (November 

7, November 8, & November 17) which have been set aside to offer you the opportunity for personal communication with your 

child’s teachers.  These dates will be scheduled on a first-come first-served basis.   

 Moreover, to fully accommodate the high number of parents requesting a conference, we have created an additional day of 

conference time for each academic team (English, math, social studies and science) over a three week period of time.  These dates are 

regular school days that have been placed aside for parent – teacher conferences. In this way, every parent will have an opportunity to 

meet with his/her child’s team teachers.  

 On these added days (noted below) parents will only have the opportunity to meet with teamed teachers.  All non-teamed 

teachers (world language, home and careers, technology, art, music, health and physical education) may only be seen on the district  

conference dates of November 7, November 8, and November 17. 

  

 As in the past, appointments will be scheduled on a first come, first served basis .  We will be using the online schedul-

ing program, PTC Wizard. As a first time parent user, you must first register and sign in to use the PTC Wizard pro-

gram by entering your email address and a password you select.  If you registered previously, you do not need to do so again. 

The directions are available on the Middle school homepage:middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/.  Click on  

PARENT LOGIN CENTER under QUICK LINKS and look for the PTC Wizard icon and instructions. Please feel free to login 

to the PTC Wizard by using the link : LOGIN:https://gardencityms.ptcwizard.com/authenticate/?redirect=none 

 Please follow the directions to create your account before the scheduling window opens. Once you have created 

your account, it is easy to schedule your appointments.  A letter will be emailed home giving the date the PTC Wizard will open 

to schedule appointments. 

 Appointments will be ten minutes in duration.  We ask that you honor this time limit so that teachers may meet with as 

many parents as possible.  

 Thank you for your cooperation. We look forward to seeing you! 

Team 6A 
 

Corcoran, Orrego,  
Wohlberg, Reeves  

Team 6B 
 

Madden, Hakes, 
Petro, McAlea  

Team 6C 
 

Ruane, Drogin,  
Tarazi, Skrivanek 

Team 6D 
 

Shea, Fusci,  
Nardone, Roberts 

November 2 November 3 November 14 November  15 

Team 7A 

Cafaro, Czachor, Heid,  
Menges, Pappas 

Team 7B 

Fasulo, Fregosi, Zaccaro,  
Wilk,  Lake 

Team 7C 

Aguilo, Bradshaw, Daniels,  

Zaferiou, Ellis, McAlea, Roth-Ramos 

November  16 November 21 November  22 

Team 8A 

Saltas, DeCillis, Kupfeman, Metzdorff, 
Hatzichristos, McAlea,  

Team 8B 
 

Monastero, Sheehan, Wolk,  
Zafiropoulos, Pollack  

Team 8C 
 

Castoro, Feerick, McCartin,  
Vitucci, Pellettieri 

November 28 November 29 November 30 

http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/
https://gardencityms.ptcwizard.com/authenticate/?redirect=none
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GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT DRESS CODE  

 All students are expected to give proper attention to personal cleanliness and to dress appropriately for school and school 

functions. Students and their parents have the primary responsibility for acceptable student dress and appearance.  

 

Students shall:  

1. Attend school appropriately dressed in a manner that meets health and safety standards and does not interfere with the learning 

process;  

2. Maintain totally covered midriffs and underwear. Skirts, shorts and skorts must extend below the finger tips when arms are ex-

tended downward.  

3. Not wear tube tops, net tops, tank tops, halter tops, spaghetti string tops, plunging necklines (front or back), and see-through 

garments. Undergarments must not be visible.  

4. Not wear items that:  

a. Might be considered vulgar, obscene, or libelous;  

b. Denigrate others on account of race, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, or disability;  

c. Promote or endorse the use of alcohol, tobacco, or illegal drugs;  

d. Encourage illegal or violent activities;  

e. Are contrary to the school’s educational mission.  

5. Wear safe footwear at all times; while flip-flops and loose sandals are not prohibited, we ask parents to exercise their own judg-

ment and discourage their children from wearing these items to school.  

6. Not wear hats in the classroom except for a medical or religious purpose.  

 The Principal, or his designee, shall inform all students and their parents of any revisions to the dress code during the 

school year. Students who violate the student dress code shall be required to modify their appearance according to the regulations 

determined by the school. Any student who refuses to do so or has a pattern of non compliance shall be subject to disciplinary ac-

tion. 

MUSIC LESSONS  

 Music lessons in band, chorus and orchestra have begun.  A great deal of the success of the music program is the result of 

students having the opportunity to work in small groups with a music teacher.  This element of the music program allows the 

teacher to address individual problems common to beginning musicianship, such as adolescent vocal development, or specific is-

sues with different instruments, which cannot be addressed in the context of the large music classroom setting.   

Please be aware of the following information regarding lessons: 

 

1.  Although classroom teachers are given lesson schedules, on the day of a  lesson (or the day before if possible) the student 

should inform the teacher that he/she will be attending a lesson so that the classroom teacher can take accurate attendance and so 

that the student can get any assignments. 

 

2.  If the student has a test or quiz the student should remain in class.  In the case of short quizzes, the student should take the quiz 

and report to the lesson afterward. 

 

3. It is the responsibility of the student to apprise him/herself of the material covered in the class he/she misses and to complete 

the homework assignments for that class. 

 

4.  Lessons are rotated through several periods in a way that minimizes their impact on any given class. 



The Courage to  Speak® Foundation Presentat ion 

Speak to  your Chi ldren about  Addict ion  
 

Tues day,  October  18 ,  2016  

7 :00- 8:30  PM 

G ar den C ity  High School  A uditorium  
*Middle School Level students who attend will receive one free homework pass. 

 

Caregivers and their children in grades 6-12 and Garden City residents are invited to this special presentation sponsored by 

the Garden City Community Coalition, Garden City PTA, and Garden City SEPTA.   

 

Ginger Katz, Founder of the Courage to Speak Foundation stated,  "Addiction does not discriminate. It doesn't matter who 

you are, it doesn't matter what race you are, how financially sound you are, if your homeless or if you have a family who 

loves you dearly. It can happen to anyone." Drug addiction not only destroys the person who is using; it also destroys the 

family. Addiction robs you of your money, it robs you of your spirit, and finally, when you have nothing else left to give, it 

robs you of your soul. My son Ian was a good kind person who suffered from a terrible disease and we miss him every day 

of our lives."  The Courage to Speak® Presentation is a dynamic, riveting and thought-provoking drug prevention presen-

tation given by Ginger Katz, Founder and CEO of The Courage to Speak® Foundation, Inc.  

 

Ms. Katz, who lost her teenage son to a drug overdose in 1996, has made over 1,000 drug prevention education presenta-

tions throughout the country. The foundation offers programs designed to help parents understand the impact of drug 

abuse on youth and give them the knowledge required to communicate more effectively with their children about the dan-

gers or drugs. 

 

Working with teams of prevention experts, the Foundation developed distinctive drug prevention programs for elemen-

tary, middle and high school taught by classroom teachers and an after school program. These programs provide preven-

tion strategies, student skills and asset building tools that foster open communication between youth and adults about risky 

behaviors. Learn more about Courage to Speak® Foundation and the programs they offer to students and parents.  Visit 

www.couragetospeak.org.  

JOIN SEPTA! 

 Garden City SEPTA would like to encourage ALL parents to JOIN SEPTA, not just 

those who have children who receive services. GC SEPTA provides programs that not only 

support special education students but ALL the students in our district. To date, our GC SEP-

TA Grant program has provided close to $50,000 in equipment and programing benefiting 

each and every student. Your contribution goes directly to the students of Garden City. When 

you think of SEPTA, think the "Support Everyone" PTA!   Please visit our website,                       

                                                         www.GCSEPTA.org, and follow us on Facebook & Twitter for more information. 

http://www.couragetospeak.org
http://gcsepta.org/join-septa-online/
http://gcsepta.org/join-septa-online/
https://r2-d2.gcufsd.net/owa/redir.aspx?REF=yqdVHpo-1SfZ7adJBraJYTwlqt8yfDGfknLTO4p5aYZxUFDuN-LTCAFodHRwOi8vd3d3Lmdjc2VwdGEub3Jn


The Garden City PTA Welcomes You to the Middle School! 
Whether this is your first year or your last year as a Middle School parent, we are sure you will agree that the Middle 

School is a very special place.  The school, led by Dr. Osroff, his administration, and teachers, is bustling with happy      

students who are eager to learn.  As parents we must do our best to help foster this experience, and the best way is by   

becoming a member of the Garden City PTA. 

 

Family membership in the Garden City PTA drastically drops between Elementary School & Middle School.  We ask that 

you help us reach our goal of 100% membership at the Middle School for the 2016-2017 school year.  Visit our web page 

at http://www.gardencitypta.org/schools/middle_school_pta/ to join. 

 

The Garden City PTA encourages you to get involved! We host many events and meetings throughout the year.  

 

 UPCOMING PTA EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

We welcome your input and feedback.  Please contact the 

Middle School PTA Director, Randi DeCicco anytime at 

middleschool@gardencitypta.org. 

 

 

Saturday, October 15 

 

PTA/SEPTA Sportswear Sale  

9AM - 10AM @ St. Paul’s 

Monday, October 17 PTA/SEPTA Sportswear order deadline 

Tuesday, October 18 

 

“Courage To Speak” Presentation  

All Middle School students who attend will receive a Free Homework Pass 

7PM- 8PM @ HS 

Friday, October 21 

 

Middle School Family Flick Night 

**PTA Sponsored Raffles 

7PM - 8PM @MS 

Thursday, October 27 

 

High School/Middle School Workshop & 6th Annual College  

Major Night 7PM @HS 

October - November 

Get your student working on his/her Reflections entry.  Learn more 

about Reflections at http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/

production/public/16%2D17%20National%20Rules%20Packet.pdf 

http://www.gardencitypta.org/schools/middle_school_pta/
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/16%2D17%20National%20Rules%20Packet.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/16%2D17%20National%20Rules%20Packet.pdf
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                                                            JOIN THE YEARBOOK COMMITTEE! 

 The Spearhead yearbook committee meets with Mrs. Saltas in room 115.  If you like taking pictures or making scrapbooks 

then this is the club for you!   

                                                            COOKIES, BROWNIES, CUPCAKES GALORE! 
           On October 31, 2016 the Anti-Bullying Club  (ABC) will be hosting their annual Halloween Bake Sale.  Goodies will 
be sold to help support the club's activities (ex. Anti-Bullying Expo, contests, etc.).  For more information or to sign-up to 
donate baked goods, please contact Ms. Greenwald.  The club thanks you in advance for your support.  

     THE PHOENIX 

 The Phoenix newspaper club meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. in room 142.  Students work on writing 

news articles, editorials, sport events, advice columns, and interviews for publication in the school newspaper, Phoenix.  Students are 

encouraged to write about events, issues, and people that they are interested in and feel others should know about.  The newspaper is 

published as an electronic version, and the link is available on the school website. We have a rolling admission throughout the year, 

and we are always on the lookout for new reporters.  We hope to see you there! 

FESTIVAL CHORUS 

 Festival Chorus is the premier singing group at the Middle School and features our hardest working musicians from all 

the music disciplines (Band, Electronic Music and Orchestra as well as Chorus).  The Festival Chorus meets on Wednesday 

mornings from 7:30 to 8:15 a.m.  The music studied is more challenging than that in other chorus classes and provides an op-

portunity for motivated students to explore new horizons.  Festival Chorus is open to all middle school students. Our first 

rehearsal is Wednesday, September 21st! See you there! 

In Middle School, ALL  

students get a first-class seat. 

ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK TODAY! 
 Don’t miss out on sharing and reliving the big events that will make this year special.  

Order at jostensyearbooks.com or call 877-767-5217 with any questions. 



CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 

Anti-Bullying Club will meet for the first time on Monday, September 26 from 3:30-4:00 p.m. in the library.  

Please see Ms. Greenwald for more information in room 151.  

Art Club will begin Tuesday, September 27 at 3:30 p.m. in room 247 with Mrs. Biondi. 

Art Magazine will begin February.  Watch for future postings in the daily bulletin. 

Best Buddies will have its first initial meeting on Tuesday, September 13 at 8:00 a.m. in room 209 and will continue 

on Friday, October 7 in the library at 7:45 a.m. with Mr. Filosa and Mrs. Goodwin. 

Cultural Celebrations Club will begin Monday, October 17 in room 248 with Ms. Curcio and Ms. Economou from 

3:30 - 4:00 p.m.    

Dead Poets Society will begin Thursday, September 22 in room 206 with Mrs. Aguilo from 7:50 – 8:15 a.m. and will 

meet on alternate weeks. 

Electronic Music will begin Tuesday, October 11 in room 137 with Mr. Russo from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Environmental Science will begin Tuesday, September 13 in room 146 with Mr. Augi from 3:30–4:00 p.m. 

Festival Chorus will begin on Wednesday, September 21 in room 135 at 7:30 a.m. with Mrs. Menges.   

German Club will meet every other Friday each month beginning September 16 in room 106 at 7:40 a.m. with Mrs. 

Galvez. 

Late Night Jazz Band will begin rehearsals Tuesday, September 27 and Thursday, September 29 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

auditorium with Ms. Iovino. 

Morning Jazz Band will begin rehearsals Tuesday, September 27 and Thursday, September 29 at 7:30 a.m. in room 

136 with Ms. Iovino. 

National Jr. Honor Society will have the first meeting on Thursday, September 15 with Mr. Camilleri in the         

cafeteria from 7:45 a.m.-8:05 a.m. 

Phoenix/Journalism Club will start on Thursday, September 15 in room 142 at 7:45 a.m. with Mrs. Feerick. 

Recreation Connections  will start Tuesday, September 27 in room 148 at 3:30 p.m. with Mr. Caputo and          

Mr. Camilleri. 

Science Research will begin on Tuesday, September 20 in room 244 at 7:40 a.m. with Dr. Zaferiou.  Science Re-

search meets Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday mornings.  

Spearhead/Yearbook will begin Wednesday, September 14 in room 115 at 7:45 a.m. with Mrs. Saltas. 

Speech & Debate Club will begin Thursday, September 22 in room 205 at 7:30 am and 3:30 pm with Mr. Cronin. 

The club is open to all 7th and 8th grade students. 

Stock Market Club will begin Tuesday, September13 in room 101 at 7:30 a.m. with Mr. Bradshaw. 

Student Council meetings for Grades 6, 7, 8 will begin Friday, September23 in room 214 at 7:45 a.m. with Mrs. 

Madden, Mrs. Shea and Mr. Tullo. 

Technology Club will begin on Wednesday, October 19 in room 148 at 3:30 p.m. with Mr. Caputo. 



Athletic department 

MIDDLE SCOOL ATHLETICS REQUIREMENTS AND POLICIES 

MIDDLE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 
 MS student-athletes are required to be a member in good standing in the school academic and social community. Stu-

dent-athletes must be up-to-date with their academic requirements and performing at an acceptable level for their abilities. 

Student-athletes must also be free of disciplinary problems and referrals. When necessary, a review of a student-athlete’s case 

will be handled by the MS Eligibility Committee (i.e., coach, guidance counselor, school administrator, and the MS athletic 

coordinator). Contingency programs and consequences will be established and monitored by the Eligibility Committee. The 

overriding purpose of this program is to be pro-active and supportive in its approach and not punitive, thereby helping the stu-

dent-athlete over-come his/her difficulty.  However, in severe cases where the student-athlete makes little or no effort to help 

him/herself, he/she can be removed from extracurricular sports participation.  

HOMEWORK POLICY: 

 If a student is missing three (3) or more homework assignments, he or she will not be able to practice with or 
play on a sport team until assignments are made up and submitted to the teacher. 

DISCIPLINE POLICY: 

 If a student is assigned to a detention or other significant disciplinary consequence he or she will not be     

eligible to play or practice the day of the detention; he or she will also be suspended for at least one game 

 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE: 

 By New York State law, student athletes are required to attend a minimum of four (4) school periods in order to par-

ticipate in all extracurricular activities. In addition, the Middle School attendance requirements prohibit students from         

participating in after-school activities if: 

1)  they cut one or more classes; 

2)  they are dismissed from school due to illness. 

 

Dismissals for appointments with a physician or other administratively approved appointments will enable a student to be    

eligible (e.g., religious observance, court appearance, orthodontist appointment). However, in all of these cases, the student 

must still attend four school periods. 

 

To read more, visit the Garden City Middle School homepage and click on “Athletics.” 

 
INTRAMURAL SCHEDULE  

All intramural activities are held on campus from 7:30 a.m. to 8:05 a.m. 

CROSSFIT KIDS 

 Mr. Tullo 

Monday & Wednesday 

Mornings 

DODGEBALL 

Mrs. Logue  

Monday & Wednesday 

Mornings 

DANCE 

Mrs. Burke 

Wednesday & Friday 

Mornings 

FLAG FOOTBALL  

Mr. Menges & Mr. 

Skrivanek 

Tuesday & Thursday 

Mornings 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

GARDEN CITY STUDENTS MARCH IN THE 59TH ANNUAL STEUBEN DAY PARADE IN MANHATTAN 

By Andrea Galvez, German Teacher  

 On Saturday, September 17, Garden City Middle 

School German language students marched in the 59th Annual 

German-American Steuben Day Parade in New York City.  

The students marched up 5th Avenue from 67th to 86th Street 

along with their teacher, Frau Galvez, as well teacher chaper-

one Señora Porter and parent chaperones Mrs. Turner, Mrs. 

Kerimian, Mrs. McHugh, Mrs. Wilgosz and Mr. Voelker.  

 The parade was named after Friedrich Wilhelm von 

Steuben, a Prussian-born General who served under General George Washington in the American 

Revolutionary War. It is held every year on the third Saturday in September and was founded in 

1957 by German-American immigrants who wanted to keep the traditions of their homeland alive.  

The parade is an annual celebration of the great achievements of German, Austrian and Swiss immigrants in the United States and has 

grown into the largest event of its kind in the U.S.  

 The Steuben Parade brings together the entire German-American community, and many groups come from overseas to at-

tend this event every year. These include marching bands, musical groups, costume weavers, and representatives of various clubs and 

organizations from Germany, Switzerland, and Austria, as well as the USA and Canada, wearing their traditional German costumes or 

Trachten. The Parade honors one or more Grand Marshals who are either 

American citizens with a German background or German citizens with a 

distinct relationship to America. This year, the Grand Marshals included 

two time Olympic Ladies Figure Skating Gold medalist Katarina Witt and 

German Ambassador to the United States, Peter Wittig.  After the parade, 

the Garden City students and their chaperones enjoyed ice cream treats 

outside the Guggenheim Museum and visited the Ancient Playground in 

Central Park. A fun time was had by all! 

If enrichment benefits kids with IQs over 130,  

wouldn’t all kids benefit from having access? 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

M r s .  B i o n d i ’ s  A r t  C o r n e r  
 

 If you like to draw, paint, or create, then why not join the GCMS ART CLUB!! All students may attend the Art Club on 

Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in room 247. Please see Mrs. Biondi if you have any questions. 

        This month in the Art Club will be working on artwork for the PTA Reflections Contest, “What is your story?" theme in the 

Visual Arts Division. Submissions are due November 14, 2016.  You may see Mrs. Biondi in room 247 if you have any questions 

about club attendance or the PTA Reflections Contest. 

 

        Art tip of the month: While working on a drawing, frequently look at your drawing in the mirror. Or, put your sketch 

up to a bright light and look at it in reverse. This will allow you to see weird lopsided flaws in your drawing, that you wouldn't 

notice otherwise. It is a great way to "weed out" problem areas in your drawing before you work any further. It also teaches you 

where your "problem areas" typically tend to be, which will help you improve next time. 

          

                    

 "Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes. Art is knowing which ones to keep." -Scott Adam 

Ms. Economou’s Recipe of the Month: 

Pumpkin Cream Cheese Truffles 

Ingredients 

 2½ cups white chocolate chunks (1 bag) 

  1/3 cup gingersnap cookie crumbs, plus more for      

garnish 

  1/4 cup canned pumpkin purée 

 1/4 cup graham cracker crumbs, plus more for    

garnish 

  1 tablespoon confectioners’ sugar 

  1/2 teaspoon orange zest 

  1/8 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

  Pinch of fine salt 

  2 ounces cream cheese, softened 

Directions 

Melt 1/2 cup of the chocolate in a double boiler over medium-low 

heat or in the microwave for about 1 minute. Stir often to keep the 

chocolate from burning. Transfer to a large bowl. Add gingersnap 

crumbs, pumpkin, graham cracker crumbs, sugar, zest, cinnamon, salt 

and cream cheese and beat with an electric mixer until smooth. Trans-

fer to a shallow bowl, cover and chill until just solid enough to roll 

into balls, at least 2 hours. 

 

Line a large sheet tray with parchment paper. Melt remaining 2 cups 

chocolate and transfer to a small, deep bowl. Roll 1 heaping teaspoon 

of the pumpkin mixture into a ball in your hands, then drop into the 

chocolate. Working quickly, gently spoon chocolate over to coat. Us-

ing a small spoon or fork, lift the truffle out of the chocolate, shake off 

excess and transfer to prepared sheet tray. Dollop a bit of extra choco-

late on any parts that remain exposed, then sprinkle a few gingersnap 

or graham cracker crumbs over the top, if you like. Repeat process 

with remaining pumpkin mixture and chocolate, then chill truffles 

until chocolate is completely set, about 1 hour. 

Yield: about 30 

 Recipe from Whole Foods 



GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL 
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 

h t t p : / / w w w . g a r d e n c i t y . k 1 2 . n y . u s / g c m s l i b r a r y   

 

 

 The Garden City Middle School Library subscribes to high quality online databases.  These data-

bases provide students with 24 hours a day access to reference sources, primary source documents, and 

magazines and newspapers. 

 
 

To access these databases visit the Middle School Library Website at  

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/gcmslibrary  

and click on the Online Databases link. 
 

NEWSPAPERS 

New York Times Digital Replica Edition  USERNAME: 100229053  PASSWORD:  100229053 

USA Today e-Edition  USERNAME:  37587  PASSWORD:  usatoday 

 

DATABASES 

ABC-CLIO - Social Studies Databases  USERNAME AND PASSWORD FOR STUDENTS:  garstu 

American Government, American History, Ancient and Medieval Era, World History: Modern Era 

All ABC-CLIO Databases include primary source documents, e-books, in depth reference, and multi-media resources. 

 

Gale Research in Context  LIBRARY ID:  empirelink 

IF PROMPTED FOR USERNAME AND PASSWORD:  USERNAME:  garden39379   PASSWORD:  garden_rpa 

Created specifically for middle-school students, Research in Context combines the best of Gale's reference content with age-

appropriate videos, newspapers, magazines, primary sources, and much more. Students will find outstanding support to 

complete assignments in core subjects including literature, science, social studies, and history. 

 

Gale Multi-Database Launch Page  LIBRARY ID:  empirelink 

IF PROMPTED FOR USERNAME AND PASSWORD:  USERNAME:  garden39379   PASSWORD:  garden_rpa 

This launch page links to the Gale database listed above, as well as many more (InfoTrac Newsstand, National Newspaper 

Index, and New York State Newspapers…) 

 

Scholastic GO!  USERNAME:  nystate377   PASSWORD:  novelhome 

Formerly Grolier Online 

Includes access to Amazing Animals of the World, America the Beautiful, Encyclopedia Americana, Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia, 

Lands and Peoples, The New Book of Knowledge, The New Book of Popular Science, and La Nueva Enciclopedia Cumbre as well as 

Roget's II: The New Thesaurus and the American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition.  

 

World Book - World Book Student  USERNAME:  gcmshome  PASSWORD:  world 

Tailored for students in middle school, World Book Student includes all the articles from the print versions of the World 

Book Encyclopedia, plus thousands of additional articles, learning resources, and research tools. 

http://nytimesnie.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
http://databases.abc-clio.com/Multi/
http://databases.abc-clio.com/Multi/
http://find.galegroup.com/menu/start?userGroupName=nysl_li_gardcty&prod=SRC-4
http://http:/go-middle.grolier.com/
http://www.worldbookonline.com?subacct=F4194

